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| Ha. 57.14. Calt ye up, -a/t ye up, pre} DSYe tbe way, rtike up the ſtumbling b] ſock ont of 
the wiy of my People | 
Mlal. 2. 1,2. And now, '0 ye Prieſts, this Commandment is for you, if ye will not be 
it, nor s0nſid-'r it im your Hearts, to give Glory to my Name ( [aith the Lord of Hoſts ) 
| ] will! even [21:4 nr” * uUh01 yOu, 4nd Wil curſe your Bleſſings, yet, I bave curſed 
th-m alretty, becauje y* do not corfider it in your Feart. | _s 2 
{ | | MzL.11.2<, 26. pa 2t tim? Feſus an/wered and ſail, I thank thee, O Father, Lord | | K-54 
| of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou halt bid rhefe tt. ings from the Wije's an 4 Men 9 | ke 
| Underſtanding, and haſt revealed them unto Babes, even jo Father, becauſe thy good | 
| | pre C4? I4 ” 
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| || Luke 16. 15. Then be ſaid unto them, ye are they that jaſtifie your jelves before Men, | | , 
| but God knows your Hearts, for that which is kighly eſteemed among Men, is avomt- 
nation in the ſight of Gods. 
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To all ſuch as love the Truth in Sincert- 
ty, Light, and Underſtanding, be 


multiplied through Jesvs CurisT. 


Breath of his Mouth, and the Brightneſs of his Comme he will 

reveal the Man of Sim, and Son of Perdition: Yet thus wit- 
neſſeth the Spirit, that when it ſhall ſo come to paſs, That the Viai 
of God's Wrath ſhall be poured npon the Throne of the Beaft, to the 
darkning of his Kingdom, and diſcovering of thoſe ſtrong Deluli- 
ons, whereby he hath long deluded the World, that then the Men 
of that Throne ſhall 9naw their Tongues for Sorrow, and ſhall blaſ- 
pheme 'the God of Heaven. 

All which to me appears to be fulfilPd and made good,concern- 
ing this following Treatiſe: 2. That when as the Lord by bis Word, 
the Breath of his Mouth, hath blown out ſome ſmoak of the Bottomleſs 
Pit, which I concezve to be Humane Learning, which i ſo much mag- 
nified, as being a Help, whereby to underſtand the Mind of God. 

This Matter hath fo vexed and tormented the Men of that 
Throne, that even He himfelf, at whoſe Requeſt I was moved to 
open this Portion of Scripture, 2 Per- 3. r6. hath(as I am credibly 
mform'd) reported about this City, that I made a Calf (meaning 
-a falſe and unſound Expoſition)and when I had done, danc'd abenr 
it; herein. expoſing not only me, but the very Truth it ſelf, which 


EXE Gracious Promiſe it is (Chriſtian Reader) rhat by the 


LL in this Point deliver'd,to the Derifion and Contempt, and Table- 


Talk of ſach as had rather be deceiv'd; and believe their learned 
& Teachers (as Men call them) on their bare-Word (having the 
Faith of our Lord Feſws Chrift, the Lord of Glory with reſpe&t of 
_ Perſon) than to receive and juſtifie the Truth of God, if the Meſ- 
« ſenger be weak and contemptible, and his Meſſage in Power, much 
. Plainnefs, and Demouſtration of the Spirit, and not beautified: 
v with the Excellency of Speech, aud ſwelling Words of Man's Wiſ- 
x dom, which is Enmity to God ;; it croſſeth. and' oppoſtth the Sim- 
Plicity of his Way in the Ds/penſation of the glorious Myſtery of the 
Goſpel. And therefore God hath ſaid of it; as pwnd” a faid to 
Simon Magus, Thou haſt neither Part nor Lot'in this Matter. 
But yet (methinks) ſuch Men as would carry the ſhew of Godli- 
neſs, ſhould remember the Counſel'of the Apoſtle, That ſuch Car- 
riages are things not ſeemly, tho* for my own part, I bleſs the Lord 
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Rev. 16. 
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1 Cor.1.12.. 


for it, being to me a more ſtrong Confirmation, that I_have the * - ty. | 
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Luke16.2 Truth on my ſide: For thus was Jeſus Chrift our Lord ſerved by 
the wife andlearned Phari/tes, when as be taught them! ſich a D+ 
arine as pleas'd them not: Ang thus was P21 the” Preacher of 

AQs 17.13 Righteouſneſs , dealt :''by of the learned Athenians, even: for 
preaching Jeſws, and the Reſurrection. Likewiſe I read in Heb, 
I1. that this in former Times was part of the Trial, that the Lord 
exerciſed his Witnefles withal, even Mockings, ver. 36. And there- 
fore as our Saviour teacheth me, I have ia this Caſe great Cauſe 
to be glad and rejoice, for they having ſo ſerv'd Jeſi2s Chri#t my 
Lord, and his faithful Followers; thea what am I, that I ſhould 

Mat. 5-12 he one of that Number, that have ſo large Encouragement and 
Keward promiſed ? 1 ſhall therefore, quictly paſs by all ſuch things, 

Job 21.3. and only with Jeb in his diſtreſſed Condition, crave that he and 
all you that have done this thing, will /uffer me to ſpeak, 2nd when 

Jo" 12. 2.  bave ſpoken, mock on ;, ſcciag as the Servant of God faid, Indeed, 
becauſe ye are the People only, Wiſdom must die with your, To will I 
make bold to ſay to you alſo: :Yet for all tis Vagersanding, and 
ſuch others as heard me, they fail'd of their Zeal for God and his 
Glory, ia that they ſought not to ſuppreſs and throw dowa that 
Calt of Diſhanour, which muſt nceds (being an Idol) be a high 
Provocation.in the Eyes gf-his.Glory, which he that put me upon 
this:Exerciſe, having excepted agaialt it-when it was finiſh'd, and 
with much Paſſion manifelted;his. great Diſlike thercof before ma- 
ny. Wizneſlcs, ought eſpecially, and was obliged to have done, be- 
ing then lovingly requeſted by a Friend that was there preſear, 
for the Satisfaction of all that Aſlembly, to inſtance (if not in all) 
yet at Ica{t 1a ſome particular Scripture, wherein I had perver ted *- 
it, femg, he had. openly, caſt an-Afperiion on.all that I had ſaid; 
but neither he, nor, any .of: his, Profeſſion,. tho? many were then 
preſent, . did undertake this:Task,,.nor yet ;to this -Day hath he, 
or,any of them endeavour'd. it: .So it may appear my Error was * 
not {o great, or none at aJl, that they could-prove z or elſe their 
Zeai to.Godand his Truth, and their Char:ry,to-me and others ve- 

ry ſmall. Aud if there were a Calf,. it. was their 4/»man Learning. . 


and W:/domy which, the Men of vhis 7ir0ne Jet, up, and themſelves « 

danced about it,, whilſt L,.to their great, Grief and D:/content, was 
labouring with all the Power. and Might, that God. afliſted me with, 
utterly to caſt down, grind-it to: Powder, and' to. blow it away 
with the Word of God, with the Breath of his Mouth: Whether it be bg 
thus,..or no, ,I commend now to the Judgment of, all lach, as love 7 
and know the Truth, . not. doubting, but there will be, ſfome-foung, 
that put of Love will reprove whatas amiſs, and ſo turn the Sinner 
put. of the Frror, of. bis Way, tho". ſome others, as; 790. ſaith, Forge v 

Job 13-4- Lies {as I cou'd nawe divers) who are Phyſicians of no Value. , 
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For God wis knows the Hearts of all Men, knows that it was no® 
my latent at all at that time to have medled in this Argument, nor 
with this Scripture,ut till the Night betore I ſpake of it,and all be- 


- 6 * . . «* L 5 (EY . ts FO _ ! R _ : NY 
cauſe I knew 1f I dil, 1t would be oftenhve, as it hath proyd ; and 
what I did hcrein, was by the advice of Frieuds : But now 1 ſec that 
God's hand was 1 It, 4:10 | donbrt not but tor EQ d, tho' it 15, and 

+! ( 


may be my Portion dceply to ſulter tor itz and tor Meu to be offe; 


cd at the 1 ruth,and ſuch as declare 2t3is no new thing, cven for £1 
Buildei 5 Uncmiclves to itumble at the ſtumbling Stone : #r7 7 ——_ 
all ſuch to |. 4iza or jall to therr emn Lord, SyOMething, rema1u1s to be bh 
ſpoken couce ning the mattcr following, for the preventiag of fuch age x, x 
things as may farthcr be objected agalntt it. 1.8.14, 
1. 1ho' the matter be the ſame in ſubſtance that it was at the ' 
firlt delivery,yct ſomewhat may be wantingzand 15, which was then 
ſaid, and more 1S added 1a other reipects than at that time was ip9- 
Kcit, which I thought fit to give notice of. Another exceptien, and 
that of great momeat,is,that | have blaſphem'd agaiuit ze/us Chriſt, 
111 IayIlng, that he was Without Human Learn h 
Now belides what 18 auſwer'd hercunto 1: the firſt Gojeitioy he 
long1as to the firſt Doctrine, it any yet remala untatisty d,and will 
atfirm the coutrary yet them declare (as theApoitle faith) 1 was h:s ro WEE” 4, 
Councelio; ! nd Wi0 taught nmmy and be ſhall be recomperced. 1 he Sci 1P- 24. 2% 


ture tells us, {347 he grew 17 4! i/aom ana Starure,and {0 couples them 
alike together. Now none Will aftrm;that he learnt his $:2arw; then 
from the like will I athrm, that he learned not his W;/4om ; no more 
then he did his $:4twe; and 10 it none taught him,then mult it needs 
t1low » LNutl he was without {Auman Les: wins 3 for WE 1N C( MMOn 
Specch call 'cin 4#/-.7 4£a,w ich were never taught,as aid the Jews ; John7.15. 
and Learmmng preſuppoleth one to teach; fo that methinks) it is but At 4 13+ 
requilite, if any did to aſhrm, that they ſhould declare his Teacher, 
which it they caa t do,why thea ſhould they affirm him to have #:- 
man Learning 7? And methinks,the Matter rightly contider'd,it will 
be found Z/aſpcmy tor any to afhrin that He had Human Learnino, 

ſeciug that 1a {o doing, they call 1a queſtion the Pertettion of His 
Manhood, as It there were others that could add unto Him: Seeing 
all grant, that the Maſter 1s above the Scholar ; and the Scripture 
witnclicth tor me, that atrwelve years olds, ſach was His WiJuonj obs Lik. 2.49. 
ſerv'd anjoue It the DeHors,as that they were aftoniſhed at his Under- 
ſtanding aus, Anſmers.; and doubtleſs this was a part of their great 

woradtr , {eeug, that He never learned, as it was the Cornc;ls wonder Att4.1; 
alſs eencrning Peter and John. | herefore for any to affirm him to * 

be. by. Men taught, is to take that Glory from him which he had of 
Hiy ew, and 40 they are moſt like to he them'that B!afpheme., 

3« It.1s alio very likely. that Pride and#ain gory will be imputed 

t0.mE,as itihath been already,that 1 being as Tam,ſhouid vadertaks 
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to maintain that, which a!l godly and tearned Men are contrary 

to me 1n. 
I Anſwer, that it is no ſtrange Thing for the Servants of God 
to meet with ſuch hard meaſure, even for declarins of the Truth ; 
Gen.z7.8 for ſo was Joſeph dealt by even of his Farther and Brethren; and ſo was 
10, ' David vſed for ſpeaking, for the Lord : And Par! you ſhall find was 
ap 'T* [coffed at by the learned Athenians. And ſeeing that it hath always 
: been ſo with God's Servants, why ſhould not I affirm with the Apo- 
PIER itle, nor to paſs to be judged of Men, Whatſnever they be, tho* godly, 

$29.88 7 * oi. ; ; 

1Cor.4.3. Wie, learned ; ſeeing that as the Apoſtle ſaith, ir makes no matter 
Gal. 2- 6. to me, God is no Excepter of Perſons > And therefore, I hold it a De- 
z Sam.17- fence ſufficient with David to ſay, 1s there not a Cauſe ? ſeeins that 
29- there is none that I know of, that will ſtand' up for the Lord, azninfs 
thoſe that defie the Hoſt of Iſrael, becauſe that they be nor Goliah- 
like Men of Stature, having Bows of Braſs, and ſuch like Furniture, 
as that the fleſbly Hearts of Mer: dare nr look ſuch in the Face, and 
all becauſe that they be ſo ſtrongly furniſhed with Man's ſtrength : Tho? 
that the Soldiers of the Lord of Hvſts may with cne Blaſt of & 
Joſh.6.20. Ram's Horn, thro? the Might of God, blow down the ſtrong Wall 
of this ſpiritual Fericho ;, ſeeing that the Lord hath ſaid, That by 
Mat. 21 the Mouth of Babes and Sucklinos he will perfett his praiſe ;, and: this 
IO. if. Babes ſhould negle& to-do, the Srones would cry. Whence it is to- 
be obſery'd, our Saviour deſcends trom Babes to Stones, and not 
from Babes to. Learned. Men, for he hath choſen ſuch to bring 
Zach. 4 forth. His. Righteouſnneſs as the Light ; for He himſelf doth-nnt de- 


Mat. 2x, Jpiſe tve Day of ſmall Things. Now theſe things conſidered; why 
5. = ſhould any with the proud Phariſees, dildatn at what-the ord-will 


| do, but lay, their Hands upon their Mouths, and ſay nothing, be- 
P11.39.-* cauſe He doth. it 3. and: ſeeing it is the Lord's Doing, why ſhould it 
"aq us. it Ranervelondiv ar Eyes * Fho' I doubt not, but the Lord will 
F in his good Time bring forth one Learned Af/es, and another as 
excellent that, Way as was Paul, and cauſe them, diſclaiming that: 

Human Excellency, to maguife the Fooliſhneſs of God, to be wiſer 

+ Cor. , than the Wiſdom of Men,. and fo. every way convince them of 

2%. ther Folly, this Way to his Praiſe. 

And in the mean while,let them that can receive this for Truth,, 

: receive It ;, and let none be ſo conceited- of Learned Men, as if the- 
1 Cor. 14. Ward of God came only to them, and from them ; as. Paul ſaid to ſome: 
36, 3+ that were: puffed up. But let ſuch as are ſpiritual know, that the- 
Lord reveals his Myſteries to whom he -pleaſeth, and. where he: 
Ecrl.9. will; and therefore the Eye of none jhould be evil becauſe he is good : 
But. we ſhould leara, as the Wiſe Man ſaith, That the Race 55s not al-' 
way to the ſwift, nor the. Battle to the ſtrong ;.but it may ſo- prove, 
that, Iittle David, without Saul's Armour, only with a Sling- and 
&.Stone, thro! the Name of the Lerd, may ſo wound mm -” 
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of Gath, the Enemy of God and his People, as that he may receive 

his deadly Wound, and lye groveling on the Ground, to the Gif: 
maying of all the Hoſt, of the PhiliFtines, and great Rejoictng of 
the 1/raet of God, and this the Stone that is hewr: out of the Mour 


tain withont Hands, 1s only able to do. Therefore, Jet all that 

fear the Lord, take heed that they lean-not to their own Wiſdom, 

but ſo much the more, that any of ns have Wiidom and Under- 
ſtanding, Memory, and ſuch like Natural Parts, above other, ſ6 

much the more let us be watchful and careful over our ſelves, as 
knowing that the Wiſdom of t he Fleſh 1s Enmity againit God, and 15 Rom: $3.7. 
xcady to butt agaluſf the Spirit. And now to draw to a Conclu- 

{10n of all in the Words of the Prophet, The Lord fruſtrateth the To- l ſf:-44 25. 
kens of the Liars, and maketh the Diviners mad, turneth wiſe Men 
backward, and maketh their Knowledge Fooliſhneſs, 

If any ſhall except againſt the matter” for thz rudeneGs of it, as that it is 
without Form or Learning, all ſuch are to bnow, that it is but ſ:icable to the 
whol2 Argument 5 and that if it ſhould be otherwiſe, | ſhoult condemn that 
in Prattiſe, which I juſtifie in words, and ſe-make my ſelf 2 Treſpaſſer. Thus 
I commit this my labour, with all thoſe that out of Ibye to: tHz Truth thail 
feek infermation inthis matter, to the Bleſhng of the moſt High, and remain 
an unfeigned well-willer of all chem that love the Lord Feſus in tincerity. The 
25rb day cf the firſt Month, 163g. 

Hat How? How now * Hath How ſach Learning, found ? 
To throw Arts currons Image to the Ground : 

Cambridge and Oxford, may their Glory now, 

Vail to a Cobler, it they know but How: 

Tho' big with Art, they cannot over-top 

The Spirit's: Teachivg in a Cobl:r's Shop. 

Reader, If thou ar Human Artiſt be, 

Let Human Learning be no Judge for thee ; 

Lay down thine Arts; then try this Cobler's End 

And ſee if it be by the Spirit pzn'd. 

Mean time adiev, ye Arts and Artiſts al!, 

T he Fpirit's Teacking may attend the Awl : 

Kandi thou Brave Cobler, Blow another Blaſt 

Upon their Learning, tho* thou blow thy L AST. R. O. 


A Friend to this Treatiſe (ofthe Sufficiency of the Spirit's Teaching, 
&c. by Samuel How) thinks it commodious to let the Readers 
know. the Occaſion of. the Work. 

Chrift ian Reader, 
H E- eccalion of. the firft Preaching,: Printing, and' Publiſhing of this 
Sermon was, as I have been credibly told by Mr. How's Suecctſor and 
others,. and as yu1 may partly perceive by his Epiſtle agd Margent: 

In the Year, 163g. Mr. Fobn Goodwin Parſon of Coleman-ſtreer, London, and 0» 
thers ſawdl,thata Man could:notPreach except he hadLearningzbumanLearning. . 
And they were anfwered the contrary, and that for-Example. Samucl How 
couldz and that for-Proof thereof, he might ſend him what Text he pleaſed 
to preach on, and be at the hearing of it himſelf z and-ſo Mr. Goodwin fer 

him this Text in-Perer, 
Samuel How was well known, and- Preachid in a Meeting-place, in Coleman 

frees (being @ Paſtor of .@ Chriſtian Peaple rhat were called: Puricaos 3 and hadne + 
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Schuol-Learning, being by 1rade a Shoo-mcnde., Vulgariy cCaliEi « Cuil.', id 
worked ; 'r it 10 adminiſter to bis Neceſſnies,like a5 the prear Apoſtle Paul did, Hi ma n- 
ner of ſtudying on a Text was, as he ſat in his Shop mending of 510025 his bible 
lay by him, and when he thought fir, he looked therein and coni'dered thereof, 
And ſo at the time app 0! nted, Samuel ow preach” d, and Fotn Goodwin heard, 
and fhading it confounded his former. thoug hts, was theref, ys zreat! ty ottcn le 


ty 
and laid, y: have made a Calf and danc'd [ about j jt zv1:creat he was detired by S. How”; 
Friends to ſhew wherein they had made a Calt. But Mr.Goodwin went away, £5, 

An theretore it was {aid by S. How's *Frien » that the Sermon ſhould be 
pre:clr'd over again, and be printed ro prevent fl:nder; and lo the Sermon was 
pre2ch'd again, & Bndeavours were uled to prin —" it Loadovy out Myr. Gootwin 


lo prevaild, that all Preſſes were ſtopt: $S. ow muſt have ni thing printed, By 


. a(t 
the Covy - 5s ſentinto Foll ind, and ve ted,and the Books >r0vght into Eng Lid, 
(and the follow ns Poſtſcript is 2nnex'* (| to two former mpr- hons Writfen at: 


ter the Deat h of the Author by Mr. XK ifer, Miniſter, whercforc I may reckon 
Eliis Impr fon the firth. : 

By this Spiritual Sermon and the Reprinting of it, People may Itiil fre by $a 
cre-1 Xt,a5 a] 0 naw by every days experience, that Golipel-preaching is not 
by Gud confn'd to Scholars only ; wjtnel: F- B:nyar and others (a5 if Preaching, 


, 


r7-ft, were a kind of wor. dl T race) thatcleariy lhews God's Sove- 


I 


* C 4% 


aS iOme 1v99 
raignty, an nd that he rules accor ing to. 11S OWN Willzand a5 he 1$ 4 Spirir-maker 
[0 a: 2. H: iſt a!l Op PO (ers of the S] PII X he {Pi its whom ns WIll, for 11S WOt 
they ſh2ll ſtand againſt all the W orid, as Feremizh, like Brazen Walls 
the Houlc of T/r2 © MC Co D. 
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\ving before the-death of this Author been acquainted with him, and 

talt-1that Sp rit of Lizht which God in his day 414 more than ordi- 
nary pour out upon him, þy which he was enabl'd to Minifter ſceafonoble 
W ords to the r<trcſhins of many WEary <OL SZ and allo to contend ag in tt 
thoſ- Coirruptions and Inventions which Mcn brought mto :he Worthip ot 
Go!, raging like the mighty Waters, againſt a!l the Servants-ot God which 
oppos* them in the fame; I mean the Power wiich rul'd in that day, t 
weizht of whoſe Perfecutions, this Author, while h- liv'd, had br ſhare, and 
when he dicd, not ſatfer'd by them to have that which thy, cal. d ghri/tizn 
Burial; but his Friends were rorc'd to lay hi roy in the High-way, as one 


that was numbred among, the Trayſgreſſor s of wacm IL -may fay, Ihe World 
was m0t worthy, My Intcnt in Writing this, 1s nat to commend the 
Author, but ro tender to thy review the Matter ot the. following Book 
he hent th root 1s fo afvance the T6 2ch! 185 ot Cn Ip ric ore biift, in th 
TY , 17 of the Myſtcry ot the Goſp = the Hearts of Men, as-the choicc 
Reyealcr o; that G! lr7 of Truth'to the Soul, which will change trom Glory 


to (Glory into jts own, likenels; a Truth mach oppo>'d by Men.c Ot corri 
Bn*irt his dats Art riercfore inbecames all that love the L C c > JElue ia 
Incerity, to is d upon their Ware be earneſtly begging of the Pa 

of 1lio that dS! t wi Ich may heip hem to judge C! Lhings that ATT. 


23d may-lead f929 _  Wothe: ef Trying (11 thing 8, &14. bolting faſt: thit which is 

good. Ty60u wilt til Ia this [I rat rae SPI 116 of: th& Author, ftirongly 23nd 
zealonily- contentiing for the advancement of the Spirit of Chriflt, which if 
thergiuateu; meeteir with aw; words that may icem harth againſt that which 
Men:advance, let atinat bb; awotence to thee, but try whether it be agrees 
ale ito$is totomor foam: Words, orino. : Þ ſhall detaintkee no longep, but 

my: d#lires ta 1: Lord 6;. that all 742! may more and more know the Troth 
25-10 45; in, Jeln$s{ ſhining as tthe'Surn mbre totheir portett Clearnels, Rfowirig 
the Night is far paſt, and the Day ncar approaching,that T-wetaay walk'as 
the-Childrem of; thei Light, waiting toff the glorions Appearinf ot him that 
wilt come, aad not: tarrys: - : Tours in the 10v of Cirijt,” Wo kyTen, 
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The Text 2 Petr. J. 16, 


As one that in all his Epiſtles [peaks of theſe Thins, in which 
are ſome 1 hta?s hard to be unaer tot a, which thy y that are 
unlearned and unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other Scrip- 

} f - 4 
tures, unto thetr ow? De/truct 108, 


Heſe Words, that I am allotted to ſpeak from at this », 1. c 
time, have reſpeR, as it /hould ſeem, to ſuch thinzs as #4 S. B. 
the Apoſtle had ſpoken of before, which things ſeem to, Minit» 
me, to be thoſe that are contain'd from the Beginning of the ſe- *! -%" 
cond Chapter, to the End of the 13th Verſe of this third Chap- ** 
ter ; and the 14th Verſe contains Peter's Exhortation, ſ{trength- 
ned in the 15th Verſe, by his Brother Pau''s Writings, who in all 
his Epiſtles ſpeaks of theſe Things, as of the Coming. of the Chrift (+- 
Lord Teſw;, and other Things, ſuch as are herein contained, cond cov! 
among the which (that is) Paul's Writings in his Epiſtles, ſome 75 


Things were hard to be underſtood, and fo indeed was the png 
3 


Comins of Chriſt Jeſus, Which it ſhould ſeem was hard of them to Epiſtles. 
be underſtooed, and that appears by his earneſt Writirig to the 
Thefſalonjans, where he exhorts them, That they ſhould not 
ſuddenly be moved, neither by Word, nor Epiſtle, as it were from 2Theſ. 2, 
him, as 1t the Day of Chriſt were at hand, for-there were many 4t the b:- 
Things to be fulfilled firſt, as a Departure from the Faith, the 8#7%i"s- 
Riſing up, the PerfeRion and _ Conſumption of the Mar of 
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Sin ;, and this it ſhould ſeem, tho* he had told them of it be- 
fore, yet to them it was hard to be underſtood, which had the 
true Learning here meant, which Things they that were un- 
learned and-unſtable perverted, as they did other Scriptures, 
to their own Deſtruttion 5 therefore the great Thing here to be 
minded, is to find out what this Learnins is, that Peter here in- 
tends. And, Secondly, who they be that are the unlearnmed Ones, 
and by that. we ſhall eaſily. find who they be, thut are the Per- 
verters of the Scriptures to their own DeiſtruQion. For this end, 
thkergfore, I will conſider what this -Zearnins is. n#, and then 
what' it x. 

It is not Human Learning : That I may not be miiconceiv'd a- 
bout it, I will here lay down my Underftanding in it; and by 
Human Learning, | do not mean the Knowledge and Underftand- 
ing of our own Languave, Which every Man, of what Tongue 
{oever he be, might in ſome meaſure be taught of arother, as 
the Parents teach their Children, and they learn of them ; of 
this there is a natural Neceſſity, as the Apoſtle laith, How hat 
they believe in him of whom they have nat heard. Now the khearins 
chere mentioned, muſt neecls be a natural Hearing, ſeeing it 5 
fet before Faith; and this Hearing muſt needs be the under- 
ftanding of the ſound of Words ſpoken. Now thus Perer and 
Jobr,and all the reſt, learncd the fooliſh Things ſpoken of, 1 Cr. 
1. 21. And thus! ackuowledge. that there 15s none but in lome 
meaſure haye this Learning, and mult of neceſſity have it, ta 
undertand God's NLlind in an ordinary, Way : But by Human 
Learning, all along ia this Matter, which 1 oppole, . it is the 
Rnowlecdse of, Arts and Sciences, divers Tongues, an much 
Reading, :and-a perſiſting in theſe Things, {> us thereby to be 
made able to underſtand the Mind of God in his Word; this is 
it that I condemn from the Word of Truth, for being, that, 
by which any is made able ſpiritually-to underſtand the Mind 
of God, which the Apoſtle ſaith, cannot be attain'd to by the 
Wor ds which Man's Wiſdum teacnetn;, all which, theſe Excellencies 
are {aid tobe: So-that.by Human Learning, I do here under- 
ſtand, that ;:whereby , certain Meu de;excel, and are far above 
and beyond other ordinary Men; and,in this Senſe do. I un- 
derftand, that the Council judged. Perer and John to be .no ſuch 
earned Men :. For we in common Speech do oppoſe a Learned 
Man, to one, that. otherwiſe. can read-and write in his own 
Tongue, the? he do. not. underſtand; the Grounds of his own 
Speech, as the other Man that is learned doth; as may. appear 
by the Book called the Engiſh School-maſter ; and fo {uch Learn 
ing do 1 not: conceive to be here meant, which I conclude for 
thele Reaſons, 1, Becauſe 


1 


*F 
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. Pecauſe that then Peter muſt of Neceſſity condemn him- py 


ſelf for he was a Man, that in the Council's Knowledge was * 
ſuch zn Unlcarned Man, and fo mutt needs himſelf lye uader 
that Blame that he lays upon others ; therefore Human Learn- 
ing 1s not here that whic h he thnds: 

2. Becauſe Human Learning is a Rudiment of this World ; 2 * 


* ” 4 . " 1 as | Wy 2 - m,n - Ol, 2. 4 
hence it is, that our Saviour acknowledgeth that his Myſteries © acts 


were hid from the Learned; but they were not hid from his Mat. 13. 
Diſciples, Foy —_ them it Wa given to know the My, Feries of the Col. 2, $. 
Kinndom * And the Rudiments of this World ave not otter C; riſt, the 
Apt pſtle tells us; theretore Human Learning Cannot. be 1t that 
Peter here m_nds ; 
3. Becante the © Natwal Man cannt rerceive the Thinos of Goa, 3 K-4ſon 
but a meer Natural Man, may be a great V Jorldly Lend nul. ns 
Man, as wefe the Aoyprians and Babylonians, and as are many ITY 
of the Rom [1 Prieſts and Jeluits, therefore for this Caule, that 
is not the Learn! ng here meant. 
4. Becauſe tuch 'of God's Servants, as have had ſuch kind of 4 424/97 
Learning, when as ttiey came to know Czr:i/?, they forfook it 
all: As Moſes, when he came to Age, tho' he was learn ed 11 the A 7-22 
Wiſdom of the «» Eoyprians, yet by Fen: he forfo ok the Treaſures of 
eAvypt ; and this being one of e/£zypr's Treafares, he forſook 
this alſo, tor when he ſaith Treaſures, there 15 none excepted 3 
therefore in as much as Learning was one, as well as Riches and 
Ho Mnours, he torſook that alſo, as ſeeing by F Faith, a bett.r Trea- 
ture in the worſt Condition among the People of God, then 11 
the beſt Condition in the World, Luppole it be Learniog. 
The like 1s to be ſeen in Paul ho'ts nn! 66 4f' Tbs 19ps L oſs and Di 
at he mipht win Chriſt : ; even the Richreouſreſ; of the Law it ſelf, 
nee; is far beyond all this, and all this = did, that he might 
know him: Wherein'the ApoRile gives me to underſtand, that 
all ſuch Things were but Hindrances, to keep him from the 
Knowledge of Chriſt to Salvation, which 1s it that here I miind al- 
ſo; therefore likewile this is not the Learning here meant, ſee- 
Ing it was reje&ecd of them, therefore it was no Help nor Fur- 
therance to them to know CKrifſt by, but Letts and Hindrances, 
and ſo much appears by' thoſe Converts in As 19. 18, 19. Who 
then they believed, are laid, ſuch of them as uſed Cuortons Arts, to 
burn their Books * declaring, that how they had met with »7kec price 
Learning of far greater Worth, than their curious Arts, and Phrre9 
therefore now they burn their Books, declaring that now they ;,- Py 
had no more Need of them; and fo I conclude, that ſuch as TY, 
this was not the Learning here meant. Situer 
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I come now to manifeſt what Learning it ts, the Apoſtles here 
intended, 


Now the Learning here intended by the Apoſtle, it is as I 
underſtand, that ſownd Knowledge and [re Information that every 
Chriſtian hath in Jeſus Chriſt, whereby he is ſo deeply rooted, 
and fo ſurely grafted into him by Faith; as that he abides un- 
moveably tetled in him, as thereby he abides ſtable in the ſure 
Knowledge and Underſtanding ofthe Word of Chriſt, and fo much 
here methinks the Apoſtle gives us to underſtand, how that the 


* unlearned, they be unſtable; then on the contray, tne learned they 


are ſtable, belivnig, and being laid on the true Foundation, 
they ſhall! never be confounded, or aſhamed. Now ſuch as theſe 
are, that are /earned, as the Truth is ;n Jeſus, thele may well tay 
to the greateſt worldly learnedOnes, as Philip {aid to the Ennmci:, 
Vnaerſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt ? and not only {o, but tfuch 
may teach them the Underſtanding of the Myſtery, 1ay- 
ing, Theſe are taught and inſtruted by the Teachings of the 
Spirit of God, agreeable to theſe Scriptures : That it hath not en- 


. tred mito the Heart of an to concerve of that which God by his Spirit 


C which ſearcheth the deep Things of God) hath revealed wito us. 
And this the Apoſtle farther explains, That as ro Mann knows the 
things of a Man [ave the Spirit of a Man which is in him. {6 the things 
of(G94 Uawmsna Many(no not a worldly learned Man) but by the Sp;- 
r:t o/God : And ſo hegoes on, to difterence the Spirit of the World 
trom God's Spirit, and ſhews, that, that 1s it whereby the 
Things of God are known, and alſo maniteſtec to others ; to 
that all the Things of God, both for Matter and Manner, flow 
from the Wiſdom of God's Spirit, and not what Man's Wiſdom 
teacheth,whichis to compare ſpiritual Things and carnal I hings 
together, as Tongues and Arts,and ſuch like; but God's Spirst teael;= 
eth us to compare Spiritual Things with Spiritual Thizgs; and fo he 
goes on, and declares, that only ſuch thatare taught by the Spi- 
rit, are capable of true diſcerning of Spiritual Things, without 
being juſtly condemned of any, as truly having the Mind of 
Chritt, rightly and truly knowing the Things that are of God ; 
and with this agrees the Wicnels of Fohr, ſaying, Theje things 
have I written wits you concerning them that deceive you, Whereby 
it appears they had Deceivers about them, and thoſe Things 
were written concerning tuch : But {aith the Apoſtle in Qppo- 
{ition_to their Deceivings, ye have received the Anointig Of 
him that dwells1n you,and this anointing that they had receiv;d, 
doth he oppole to their Deceving, as being able: throughly 'to 
.teach them 10, as thatthey needed not that any Man teach them 

lave 
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fave as that Anointing taughtthenr: Þ hen feeing that that As. 
nointing never did teacly them fuch Tongnes or ' Arts, as were 
Hannan, therefore the Saints by the Apoftles grant had no need 
of any ſuch Learning, and yet this Anointing taught all Truth 
and Obectience im it alſo. And yet further our Saviour Himſelf 
concludes this Point,ſhewing, that when he hathſent the Cam- 
forter , the Spirrt of Truth to them, that [then he ſhall lead, ther 
into all Truth, W hence | do conclude, that. for the Dilcip'es 
Knowledge of the Truth, there was no more neceſlary, accor- 
ding to the Mind of him that was Truth, but the Spirat of God 
to lead them into all Iruth without all Error, teaching by no 
Human Means ; the Reaton why 15 rendred, becaute it 1s (ut- 
ficient, anc thir is, becauſe it ſpeaks trom-the Father, agree- 
able to that of our Saviour taken from the Prophet, 747 we 
ſhall be all ranght of God ;, and fo indeed being taught of the Spt- 
rit, we are taught of the Father and the S:n al/o, which are al! 
one and fo our Learingcomes to us,beingtaught of the Father, 
Son, anc Spirit, for all our Inſtructers and Councellors,anc. this 
is all: the Learning that we need, to know the Things that are 
of God by, agreeable to his Will. So from theſe Words * thus 
interpretec!, the Concluſion comes to this, 


That juch-as are taught by the Spirit of God, deſtitute of Hu- *' 


man Learning ,, are tve learnea Ones that truly unaerſtand the Seripe 
tures, according to Peter s Mind. 

| fay, tuch as are taught by the Spirit, without Human Lea7- 
ning , ave {uch Perſons as rightly underſtand the Word : And 
this (methinks) the whole Council of Jeru/alem; as wicked as 
they were, did in effe& conclude, conſidering Peter and John, 
though unlearned Men, yet they knew they had been with 
Jeſus by their boldneſs, and ſo they had nothing to ſay againſt 
it, and yet though Men ſhould oppoſe it, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord 
juſtifies it, with great Thankfulnefs to his Father, rhar having 
hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, he had revealed them 
to Babes: Now that revealing muſt needs be by the Spirit, ac- 
cording to that 1 Cor.2.10. And on this manner 1s it that” our 
Lord comforts his Diſciples, telling them, that all thmgs were 
given him 9f his Father to reveal; and fo In that regard he tells 
them, that bleſſ:4 are the Eyes that ſee that that they ſary, which 
was, as the Apoſtle faith, God manifeſted in the fleſh, which many 
wiſe Men and Kings deſired to ſee, but could not ſee it ;, and fo that 
was now made manifeſt to them, which before was hid from 


wile Men and Sctibcs, and fo was at the preſent alſo ; for few 


of the Wiſe could attain to the knowledge of hin and his Do- 


arine,as they did. Now-with this allo agrees whatour Saviour at=. 


firms 


IRC 19 , 


mw: 1 


Luk.1021 
t0 24. 


Mat, 22. 
23, 29* 
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firmsto the Sadduces, who by reafonof their Wildom and Learn- 
ing thought to-have intangled him, he tells them, that they erred, 
not knowing the Scriptures, for all their great Learning, being de- 
ititute of God's Spirit. Now by theſe Scriptures,this point being 
thus confirmed, good reaſon allo may by God's Word be brought 
tor the further juſtifying of it: As, 

Reaſoni, Firſt, becauſe it is the good pleaſure of God to place our Sal- 
vation m great Contempt'and Enmity to Man's IW:/4om: Hence 
iS it that the Apoſtle ſaith, that he preached Chriſt crucified, ro che 

1Cor.1.23 Jews 4 ftumblino=block, and to the Grecians fooliſhneſs: For the Jews, 

* 4 we read, in great contempt refuſed him; as P:late bid them be- 
hold your King, preſently they cryy' Away with him, away with 

PREY him, crucifie him, Aad fo when Pilate had wrote on the Croſs, that 

9, ** he was King of the Jews, they took: itas a great Prejudice to 
them, and therefore wiſhed him to write, T#a! he ſaid be was Kino 
of the Jews. 

And lo as Peter tells them in As 3. They denied him, and de- 
fired a Murderer to be oiven them: and to this agreed the Gentiles, 
for they had their Hands alſo in his Death; and we find that 

Att. 17. when as Paul preached him at Athens, that then this ſaying of 

19,22: the Apoſtle here is made good, both of Jews and Gentiles ; and 
indeed they both agree to hang him, betwixt Heaven and 
Earth, as being in their efteem worthy of neither, and yet 
even in this crucified Jeſus lies contained the Salvation of all 
(both Jews .and Gentiles ) that are ſaved; and in this deſpi- 

Att. 4.12- ſed Feſus, are all to rejoyce with the Apoſtle to Salvation , tor 

c in him, thus diſhonourable and unmeet in Man's Wiſdom, /;e 

ares hid all our Fleavenly Treaſures of Wiſdon:, Rio hteouſneſs, Sanetifica- 
6.24. jy < _ OO 

Col. 2. 3. tion and Redemp:ien; for he 5 the Wiſdom of God, aud Power of 

1Cor.izo. God, 1 Cor. 1. 24+ | 

'Reaſonz, Another reaſon, why. ſuch as have God s Spirit, deſtitute of 
Human Learnins, come thus to know God's Mind, is,.'1 hat (as 

1Cor.1.:9 the Apoſtle declares) no Fleſh ſhould rejoice in God's Preſence > N0TD 
this Learning-is. but Fleſhly and Carnal: Now the Apoltle's 

:Cor.5.10 . 1yice is, though we had known Chrj/t Jeſus atter the Fleſh, 

yet now-coming to be after God, we ſhould henceforth know 

” himy fo, NO more-; and here 15 a lutficient reaſon, becauſe Know- 

Rom. ;2, ledge 1s ſubje& to pufi us up, as faith the Apoſtle : When as 

16, Love, and the Learning of the Spirit, keeps us low in our own 

; Eyes, and cauſeth, as Solomon faith, our Minds to be good, ma- 

Phil. 2.3 king us ſuitable to the Apoſtle's Exhortations, ſaying, Be not 

high minded, but make your felves equal to them of the lower ſort | 


i Cor.1-3i be not wile in your ſelves, but let every Man eiteem others bet- 
cer 


1Cor.:,$ 
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ter than himſelf ; and if any Glory, let him * Glory in the Lord. > was - 
Now: he that hath theſe things, as Human Learning and Wil-,” ped hg 
dom more then another, let him weigh and conſider duly with-j ,,q ; 
himſelf, whether he doth not think, and conclude, that he in-oppoſed 
regard of theſe things, is not more to be refpected, than they to vaia- 
that are without them: Now then this rejoicing 1s vot good, ory, os 
for it 15 a rejoicing in the Fleſh, and tutable to works, and fo av" rs 
not of God, and yet ſo is it, that for our Hearts we cannot but ; 4x, <.5 
think better of our ſelves for thele things, than ot others with- Rom... 
out them ; and fo we may lee theApoſtle's words tulfill'd, that 
the W:ſdom of the Fleſh, that 1s, whatſoever the Fleſh is excel- Rom. 5.3. 
lent in, it is enmity of God, 1t 1s not ſubject to the Law of God, 
neither indeed can be. 

Another cauſe, why the Spirir's Teaching ts (»ffic.ent without 
Human Learnins , is, becaule, as the Apoſtle faith, IWe are com- Reaſon. 3 
pleat in him, that is, perfeC and full in him; and this he ftreng- 
thens yet further from this conſideration, that he is the Head ol 
all Principalities and Powers; ſo that 1f there were any thing 
elſe to make us compleat, he being the Head of all, we ſhould 
taveit; but he hath given nothing but his Spirit to profit withal, \Corns 
therefore we are compleat by it alone ; and therefore 1s it that | 
Paul exhorts Timothy to keep that which was committed to him, x Tim. 6 
which was the Faith taught by the Word and Spirit, and 29, 22. 
wiſheth him to avoid and beware of Scier.ce, that is, all Kknow- _ 
tedge natural, which is comprehended under Philo/opby, learn- £4 2: 8+ 
ed, prophane Bablings, and Oppolitions to the Faith of Chriſt; 
and ſo much is by the Apoſtle there declared, ſaying, Which 
whil? ſome have luſted after, they have erred from the Faith : Sothat 
jt 1s molt plain and clear, that theſe things are ſo far from 

erfecting Men, or helping of them in the Knowledge of the 

Truth, as that they hinder, and cauſe ſuch as profeſs them to 
err from the Faith: Even all the teven Liberal Sciences, for: 
ald is bur Science, and all this Science or Knowledge is talſly 
ſaid to be of ule in the Goſpel; prophane and vain Bablings 
are far better Names for them, and Oppoſitions, according to 
Paul's Teaching; and he ſaith of himſelf, I think I have the Spirit 
of God, and ſo indeed he had without doubt,and fo our grouud 
remains good, that we are compleat 111 Chriſt Jeſus. 

Another conſideration confirming this Concluſion, 15s from Reawn. g 
the Apoltle's advice, Let no man deceive himſelf, and that in 
the true way of attaining Wiſdom, he declares what it is, in 1C07-348 
theſe words, That ſuch a ore is ro become a Fool, that he may be 
wiſe; and how 1s that, but by knowing that indeed there is no- 


thing in all Man's Wiſdom, to be any whit helpful, but hurtful 


£0 
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to him, in attaining and comprehending the Wiſdom of God 
in Chriſt? Now what is more fooliſh to a Man, than to know 
that there 1s nothing that all the Wits of Man reach unto, 
that can benefit him? And if nothing, then not the thing in 
Queſtion, but that it muſt needs be, that we muſt be Fools to it ; 
and what 1s the true mark of a Fool, but to be ignorant, and 
without Knowledge ? Therefore we call them Fools in this 
Vorld, and fois 1t here: The beſt way for a Man to deceive 
himſelf, is to know nothing of this Learnims, nor any other 
fleſhly Excellency, that ſo he may learn true Wiſdom ; and the 
Apoſtle doth (methinks) ſuthciently confirm this advice of his 
againſt all Exceptions, Tre Lord knows (faith he) that the Thought: 
of Afen be v2in ; Men think highly of their own Conceits thts 
way, vet 1t no man will take this his Counſel for W:/4»m: irv this 
kind, yet the Lord concludes the Truth of it, and he knows 
the I houghts of Men to be vain, that think Human Learning 
ſome help: But let them think what they will, the Lord is 
againſt them in it, for he knows that it is ſure th: t they 2 re 
deceived, for his thoughts be not as ar's thoughts, 

Reaſons, Now another Cauſe that confirms me in this Concluſion, is, 
becauſe that whereſoever the Apoſtle Honours the Spirit's 
Teaching, and prefers it, uſually he at the ſame time caſts 
Contempt upon this Learning, as 1s to be ſeen in many places z 

IC. ore1-17 Chris (taith he) ſent me to Preach the Goſpel, not with the wifdom 

15, of Words, left I _ make the Croſs of Chriſt, or the Goſpel of 

Chriſt of none effett , W here we lee, that for good Reaſon he re- 

jects the very \W if Bom of Words in Preaching of _ Goſpel 

and that is, leſt it he ſhould have done otherwiſe, he ſhould 
have made 1t of no Efte&, becauſe he was to declare the ſin- 
cere Word without the leaft mingling ; as if he fhould ſay, ſuch 
manner of Preaching 1s a foolifh Preaching, but it is ſo only to 
then that periſh, but to ſuch as are ſaved it is 7 e Power of God, w ith- 

out what Man expects : And therefore he ſaith again, he: 1.75 

jealor; over them with a L 4 oaly y je. alouſie, for he had prepared, them 

a pure Virnin for Chrift : But, ſaith he, I fear, that as the Srypent 

beg: {ed Eve; but how ? Throu:h his Subrilry, ſo yeur Minds ſhould 

be corrvp* ; that is, put trifi-d, and infetcd from the Sincerity 
that 1s in Chriſt : This we fee was Par''s Fear, that while he 
was abſent, their Minds ſhould be withdrawn trom the Fooltſh- 
neſs of the Golipel, and the Simplicity, Sincerity, and Truth 
thereof, and this they ſhould be withdrawn from by the'Snb- 
tilty of Satan that old Serpent, in his Initruments the falſe 
Teachers; this he fears, becauſe of their Fleſhlineſs that was 


in them, which was ready to'yield to their Wiles by reafon 
of 


2 Cor,11, 
2, 3 


7 bs j = 
bs * 


of their Subtilty that Way, for by fair Words and Flatteries 

they deceived the Hearts of the Simple, and with this their Rom. 16, 

Craftineſs they lie in wait to deceive ; thus contemptuouſly '* 

doth Paul ſpeak of thoſe things, in oppoſition to the true Learn- RESTS 

ing, as 1s further to he ſeen in many places, of which I will 

name one more, and that from the Apoſtle Peter in his ſecond 

Epiſtle, Chap 1. Verſe 16. For we, ſaith he, followed not deceivable 

Fables, when we Opened unto you the power and comins of our Lord 

Jeſus. Now ſuch Names as theſe are, doth the Apoſtle chuſe 

to caſt on Man's Excellencies, as in divers other places, which *Tim.1.4 

declare what contempt 1s caſt on ſuch Learning in oppoſition to x fe 
Tg its 3. 9 

the Spirit of God. 

Now one thing more, which | conceive Obſervable for the g ea: 6 
proof of this point in hand, is drawn from the 2 Cor. 2. 10. 

The Spirit ſearches the deep things of Ged, and Verſe 14. The Spiri- 

tual Man diſcerns all things ;, if then the Spirit ſearcheth the 

deep things of God, and that diſcerns all things, What need 

we more? And with this agrees the Apoſtle John, ſaying, And 

ye need not that any Man teach you, ſave as that Anointing teatheth 

You. Then I conclude, That we need no that any Man Teach us, . ws 
not the Maſter, nor any of his Followers ;, for the Diſciples of Jeſus - wh 
Chriſt do learn (as the Truth is) in him, and of him, and they have 
received the Spirit of God, that they might know the thinos of God ; 
therefore we may well be without any Man's Learning, and 
have no need of it, and fo the point is clear and plain, That 
ſuch as are taught by God's Spirit without that Learning, dg truly UN 
derſtand the Word. 

I judge it neceſlary alſo to be underſtood of the Reader, 
what I do underſtand by Human Wiſdom, as well as Human 
Learnino : By Himan Wiſdom, 1 do underſtand whatſoever ap- 
pears Excellent in Man's Underſtanding, as he is left without 
God's Spirit's Teaching, this the more Excellent, it is to him 
that is carnal, ſo much the worſe it is; therefore it is ſaid of 
ſuch by the Apoſtle, That whenas they profeſſed themſelves to be 
wiſe, then they became Fools. And faith our Saviour, {f the Light Rom, 1, 
which is in thee (which I mind to be meant of Men's Under- *** 
ſtanding and Wiſdom) be darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs ? 

So that by Man's Wiſdom, I underſtand whatſoever ſeems E xcel- Mat.6.23 
lent to him, with which he would honour God withal, that he ts not the 
Author of, as Floquence, and fair Speeches, and any thing in that 
way, ſuch as the Greeks ſought atter, as Men do now adays 
this 1 do the rather difter trom Human Learning, becauſe it 1 Cor.i.22 
{ſeems to me that the Scripture differenceth them, A#5:22. and 
the difterence rightly — may prevent jult exceptian, 
an 
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7 and-give light to the right underſtanding of the whole Matter; 
Rom-6.7. for this. Wiſdom is.made by the Apoſtle, and that rightly, to 
be enmity to the Spirit of God, and umpoſhble to ſubmit to it, it 
1s 10 contrary. 
Now follows to be Anſwered ſuch Obje&ions as are made 
againſt it : As firſt, 
@bje&,s, That of Paul, in 1 Tim. 3.6. That a Biſhop mnſt be no youne 
Scholar, leal he bein puffed up, fail into the Condemnation of thi 
Devil: 
Anſw. The Scholarſhip; Paul means here, 7s tre Teaching 0 


Ih P50 £1 ns NEVE, 3 For {ec * 75e Spirit, 
Were OoY the /Afan tis made | amd in tre Faith 3 fot aac [ Ccarning on 
Iy will make Men low 1n their own Eyes, as i; before declared. 
and he that is unſound in the Faith,will ever be found the moſi 
lofty, and pulſted up in his own Conceit, and ſo be reje&ed of 
God, as the Devil was, though he was 1n Heaven with. God, 
: Dot, 2.4. yet. being puffed up, he was reje&ed of God, and fo caſt down 
to Hel! ;, to which Example, Puul here alludes, as I conceive.,and 
that rightly, for a Biſhop in the Church, 1s in reſpe& of his 
Spiritual State and Place, in Favour and Fellowſhip withGod, and 
that in Fleaven, Ad the w hoie Book of the Rerwelation deſcribes 
the Church to be. Now ſuch as by the Church ſhould be choſen, 
to that State, being young Scholars, that 1s, 09! ſoundly Taught 
in the Truth by the Spirit, he 1$41n great danger : the more-other 
Learning that he-hath, ſo-much the. more to be pulted up- This 
| beheve was the cauſe of Diorrephe's Pride, he wanted this 
Scholarſhip, and that cauſed him to ſeek the preheminence : 
and this, whatſoever our: great Scholars think of themſelves, 
is the.cauſe of the high Conceits that they have of thenulelves, 
and' their Knowledge and Underſtanding above others that 
want their Learning , EVen this, becaule they be but YUung 
Scholars (if that) in the School of Chriſt; and thence is it they 
are ſo puft up with the vain Glory of their fleſhly Learning, 
that they think that none that are not as themlelyes are, fit 
to be their Fellows, and ſo know not how that they may be wretched, 
poor, miſerable, blind, and 1tked, though they conceive theinſelves 
Be v.3017.'t0 be r.ch, and have-need of nothing, as did the La Aaitea)ls, and {0 
-zndeed are fallen into the Condemnation of the Devil, as being reject- 
ed of God ; for he reſiſts the proud, and ſuch as are puft'd up, 
:;Pet.5-5. and pives grace to the humble, and ſuch as are low in their own Eves. 
Now-whether theſe Men humanly learned, be they that are puff *d 
- 1p, Of {ow t41 their own Eyes, as mean as he that is unlearned, | leavc 
Do all-that have'Byes to ſee and look into it, and fo to judge 
#hether-they.are-not yet: to:learn Paul's Scholarſhip. | 


Further, 
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© 'Fvrther; I fay, it 15 here to'be minded, "that if 1t ſhould 'be 
Human Learning that 1s Here meant, then Pan! ſhould Teach 
Timothy for to Teach the Church to chufe fuch-Seholars, as'had 
more Learning than had their Matter .Ch:/t'Fefrrs > Now this; 
fone ſay, 15 Blaſph emy, and threaten me > & rely for it. 


[ anſwer them, that conſtderins 2 Chr: Je w as God, accor- 
aing to the Di: 1FEC Af it wie, / he $$ "God 07% 7 All, AO fo w_—_ all 
things, AQS 17. 25: and ſo he is the giver of every pood Gift, and 


fo Human £3 ain or and W:iſtom fre of Din; and fo much 


(but that Men-are malrejoufly bent) they: might djicern, thit ; 


f in this Arfumenthad not to deal with hint, as God, bur as the 
Aliniſter of God, adminiſtring for th: ' Good of his bod) Y, according 
to that, Luk. 24. rs. where he faith, Te Spirit of the Lord hath 


Anointed me that I ſhnuld Alimiſter, &c, and fo in this Ar2 unzeat L241 
"Ml 


ne is by the Apoſtle ſet fortir as a Man, Jeſus of Naz 


man approved of God ; amt fuch a"Man fo adminiftrioe, Ido Rl ; 


'r. 
aſhrm, and that with great Confidence, that he was unlearned 


1n this conſideration, and without the Learning that we ſpeak 
of; and ſo the "Tongue of the Learned that was ſaid to'be 
| eg him, 15 interpreted by the ſame Prophet, to be the 


Spirit of Ge oY For; faith he, The Spirit-of the Lord hath Anointed: 


me that I ſho: uld Preach . from whence i is plain, That Chriſt Jeſus 
was learned of the Father to Preach by the Spirit > chi t Human Learn: 

ino,. and ſo much 1s plain to them that can believe the Serig. 
tures, fron John 7. 15. where the Jews nice; {aying, How 
comes this Ran to know the Scriprures » feeins that be was never 
learned ! T——_ whence 1t 1s plain,that as he was a Man,he was 
unlearned in ths Letters of the Scriptures, though as God he 
knew all things, and by a Divine Power, not” Human Le earning, 
fo much as his own natural Tongne' by Letter, as in the Syna- 
gogue he could take the Book and Read; ard this doubtleſs 
was one Cauſe why the YJews are ſaid to be aſtoniſhed at the 
Fe and ſeeing of him, as appears. Matth. 13. 54. &c 


Luk. 2. ſo that from all this, my Affirmation remains true, 
and good, that Ty | Human Learning ſhould be it that is there meant 
by the Apoſtle, then he tas to Teach the Servant to be above his 


HMafter : when as Chrift Jeſs himſelf faith, Ur z: enough for the 
Diſciple to be as his Lord ;,, and he being deſtitute of Humak 
Learning, his Diſciptes may well be without it allo, without 
any Offence, and yet Preach the Goſpel too: Now, if notwith- 
ſtanding all this, there be them that. will take Stephen's Ac- 
cuſer's pl: ace, and ſtill accuſe me of Blaſphemy, as they did 
him, &c. though it may be they may ſay true words, as that 
I ſaid that Jeſus Chriſt m44 without Human Learning, and ſo app'y 


this in the 
Epiſtle 
w0tcd4 with 


(.) 


- 
Luk, 43-7 


Mat: 1c5*: 


Adtts6:;4+t; 
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it to. himas God, when I ſpake of him as Man, they may there 
ſee themſclves ranked among the number of them that are called 
by the Spirit of God, Falſe Witneſſes, as walking in the ſteps of 
* Chief thoſe envious perſous, * even {ſuch as were always the Mur- 
tx of therers and Betrayers of Chriſt Jeſws and his Servants z, and they 
ſpiling that are tuch, may be likened to them that being full of envy, 
innocent ſpake againſt thoſe things that were ſpoken of Paul, contrarying them, 
Blood. and railing on them : Mark it, they denied what he Taught, but 
AQs 13- diſproved it not, but ſpake againſt it, and railed on the perſon; 
45: and ſo left not, till they had been a means to expel them out of 
their Coaſts; ſo was he, and ſuch hke meaſure is ſtill to be 
Expected to befal ſuch as tread in his ſtepsz but it 1s to be 
minded, that envious ones are the movers of it z and ſo leaving 
of it, I come to another Exception ; which is, | 
Objett 2. How ſuch as are unlearned, will be able to ſtop the mouths of 
Tit, 3-11» Gain ſayers, ſeeing, the Apoſtle requires of a B:ſh9p, that he 
ſhould be 2ble ſo to do ? | 
Anſw. HIanſwer, that it is not the Apoſtle's intent that the mouths 
of Gain-ſayers ſhould be ſtopped by the knowledge of Tongues 
* The way and Arts, but that way that himſelf dire&s, * 1 Tirws 9. Which 
pt Ww _ OO by ſound Dottrine, or by wholeſome Dottrine ; ſo then, to go to 
3-1 any other way than thus to ſtop their mouths, is both unſound, 
and an unwholeſome courſe; and it were far better in my 
judgment, and that according to Paul, and that their mouths 
ſhould be left open, than that they ſhould be ſtopp'd after that 
manner, and that it hath not profited them 1n the ſpiritual 
meaning of the Word that have been Exerciſed therein: SO 
now it 3s high time, that we honouring the Teaching of the 
Spirit, ſhould refuſe to. meddle with ſuch as go another way 
to work, than by it, to declare God's mind to us, becauſe it 
Att. 6-16, alone is ſuſficient to 5oÞ the mouths of all Gain-ſayers, They 
were not able to reſiſt the Spirit (not the Tongues and Arts) by 
which he ſpake, for he uſed none of them ; for rhe weapons of 
our . Warfare are net carnal, and fo are Tongues and Arts, and 
2Cor.10.4 ſuch like, but yet mighty, not by Man, but through God, ro caſt 
down ſtrong holds, therefore this Weapon only is ſufficient to ſtop 
the mouth of all Gain-fayers, and for ſuch as think it not ſuſhci- 
ent,much good let their HumanLearning do them, and the good 
Lord give me of his Holy Spirit only to do this work; And 101 come 
to the next Exception; which is, 
Odjc 3. TT hat there was the ule of Tongues in the Apoſtles Timcs 10 
| the Churches, Atts 2. As 8, Atts 10. Aﬀs 19. 1 Cor. 12. and 
Anſw, 1 Cyr. 14, | 
Thais 1 grant was true ; but there we find that they were the 
| 1nmediate 


The Sufficiency of the Spirit's Teaching. 7 
immediate Gifts of God, freely given and beſtowecl on them, 
as other ſpiritual Gifts were, without their induſtry or pains, 
as appears in divers Scriptures: Now whereſoever ſuch Gitts As 2. 2, 
are to be found, them will I freely acknowlcdge, as being in- 3, 27, 44, 
deed ſuitable to the Goſpel, which brings to us freely all good 15> © 
Gifts, without any labour or pains of ours; and therefore all 
is ſaid to be of Gift, leſt ary man ſhould boaſt : But if the Townes 
that are pleaded for, are ſuch as are attained to by induftry and 
pains taking of our own, then they better ſuit with Works than 
Graee, and 1o are more meet for * «Agypt and Babylon, than for * Arts for 
the Church of Jeſus Chriſt, | which comes by all her precious Egypt & 
Gifts, gratis, and therefore ſuch as plead for theſe things, as Tyres 
R OO - X - y rACI9%4 
ſutable to the Miniſters, become in efte& ſutable with Simon ,;4, i, 
Magus, who would have obtained the Gift of the Spirit by Ao- th-Clurck. 
»ey, Which there was the Gift of Tongues ; and if theſe Tonpres Atts 8.18 
pleaded for, be the ſame, they are all attained by Money; and 
if this be ſo good a way now, why doth Perer fo evilly intreat 
him, for deſiring that tor Mony, which all afterwards by theſe 
Pleas were thereby to obtain ; But Perer, we lee, perceives him 
ro be in the fall 9] bitterneſs, and the bond of miquit Y, that ſhonld 
offer to [eek to obtain the Gift of God's Spirit that way z and if 
they be Human Excellencies ; then of necefiity the courle is to 
he repented of alſo, that any ſhould offer to bring any Human 
thing to God s Word, when as it 1s ſo expreſly torbidden us, 
That we put nothing thereto, nor take any thing therefrom : Put no=- Deyt. 12, 
thing to b1s Word, leſt ke reprove thee, and thou be found a Lyar. 3% 
Now there is nothing but the Word and Spirit go together ; 
therefore they are liable to God's Reproot, which is rearing in Frov 306 
pieces: Therefore let all tuch as ſtand for ſuch Learning to CO RO 
bring Men to the knowledge of God's Word, mind whether * 
Peter's Exhortation to $.mon Alagus, ougnt not to take place 
with them, namely to repent of this: their wickedneſs, &c. and aa g.22. 
acknowledge che Spirit of God freely beſtowed, ts be the alone 
ſurniſher 0; us, to t at which 15s right im hus ſight; Without which 
none have part or fellowſhip of this Buſineſs, in underftand- 
ing and unfolding of the things .of God; and'ſo 1 come to 
another Exception : 

Suppoſe two Men,. both alike indued with Grace fromGod, , Objedt, 
and alike gitted by his 5pirit, the one a learned Man, and the 
other an unlearned Man, which of theſe two ſhould be choſen 
into the Miniſtery of Chrilt in his Church ? 

The unlearned Man: For theſe Reatons. 

Firſt, Becauſe * God reſpects no Man's Perſon: Now 'if God Anſw, 
ſhould take the learned Man, _ he muſt be reſpe&ed above Gal. 2. 6. 

the 
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ſicians, Lawyers, and Gentlemen ; yc2, all Men, lo tar as they 
can attain to it, are as Men beyond and above others that are 
without it, yea, and beyond all other Excellencies that this 
World can attord, but bring it once to be a Help to underſtand- 
ing the Mind of God in the Holy Scriptures, and there it is de- 
| reſtavle Filth, Droſs and Dung in that relpe&t, and {0 good for no- 
t 1:m.©. thiug, but to deſtroy, anc caute Men to err, as we have ſeen be- 
tore: It fares with it, as I perceive * it doth with Fire, keep 1t 
irs places 3m the Chimney, and it ſerves as a good Bleſling of God, for 
like fire 641 good and necetlary Ules, but let it once come into the Roof ot 
of ie the Houle, and it deſtroys all, becaule it is not 1n its proper 
1 me Place ; fo it is here, tor this Thing among Men, tor Human 
root of 14. and Worldly Imployments it is good ; but bring it once to the 
Hour, Ppertecting of the Gotpel, ancl it will be found to be the tpoiling 
ot the right underſtagding thereot. 
Frpuce, 4 And yet turther ; to tar do I acknowledge Tongues to be ot 
> 14 - ule, as tv yield us the Trantlation of the Scriptures, out ot one 
4/j+41:52 Language into another, without which, we that are unicarnec, 
could not come to have the Letter ot theW ord,and to tar there 
aNeceſlity ot it for that Ule; but that Man which canto do, 
ever the more able to underitancd the 1piritual Meaning, of the 
\W orci thereby, thot | deny; and withal do $thrm, that an vn- 
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e/, 1t Was not given; But in this Cale it nay fita as 1t aa 


with thote that buile Neah's Ark, they made a Place of tate 
guard tor others, but were drowned themielves: So thele Nien 
may prepare a good Help tor others, but themielves be aitoge- 
ther without the Benefit of it. A Lanthorn, you know, 1s of 
good ule ty contain the Candle, but let one carry it in a dark 
Night, and 1t will do him no pleaſure without a Candle lighted 
In :t; of the tame ule is the Letter oi the Word, it 1s but a Lan- 
Mat. 12.11. thorn or Candle without Light. * Now the <pirit 1s the L 1ght 
* Learring of the Letter, and fo is the Apoſtle's + Oppolition, ſuch Men 
- 'rourtle then in That re{pe& may be a Help to others, and yet when all 
14.,-2..* is done, be but Caſtaways themſelves, ſeeing, as we have be- 


ile wit out tore, tcen the A7yptians and Babylornians in this kind of Learning 
Light, cr to excel; and it 1s none other Bleſſing than what the Pope, Car- 
« Lamhorn dinal;, and other protciled Enemies of the 1ruth (as all tor 
opus * the general confeſs them to be) have in as great a Mcature and 
+ 2 Cor,3, beyond many others that.profeis to know the Truth, and ftand 


{fly 
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of the Spirit's 1 aching, 


_ __ _ —— 


But it 1s vet fa 


—— _—— 


ther Obje&ed to be the manner of ſuch, as 


cannot themſelves attain to that Excellency that 15 in another, 


to diſparage that in them, that ſo they m1g ht 


ad vatice them- 


An{Ww. 1 h1s | CON els Cl] l C ) 'r(e. that { 116 N 1 lt themlelvec 
fleſhly are ect to NN dt 1 may as well he my fault as 
another's; but yet I protets in the prelence of the Lore, that 
| co not V 1 : 1 any {unch courſe, neither doth ſuch 
an Except s this befeem \Tan, that is led vy the Spirit of 
Truth, tor t e a7tinkkt any Servant of God, that profeſſeth 

OSS Oppolition to {1 thin S, QS P oteffing to 3e le lt 'Eto by the 

44vince. Word and Spirit ol ruth, * for it lavours ſtronyily of the 

M71 1s got fleſh. anc TOM tavle to ti P Ctite 0 Reprobatesy, w hoſe 

F pr tile to take tl n r11C evil D rt, V Hereas loVe. by 
748 which all the Saints ſhould judge, judyes the beſt of things, 
——_ till ſuch time 1t can eſpy any cauſe to to 9 And tor the 

ting up of my lelt, to be ture if I fo do, God's word it 18, 


that he will pluck the robe x bis Seat, and then you may be 


to his word my fall will be far grea! 


than m\ tion can poſſibly be, and therefore it were beſt 
For £!} inch as fo conccive. tn commit the-judoment to tre Lord. 
and them lt idue nothing before the time. nor {peak n« 
; 
more prce!umptuoully et not arrogancy come out of » 
Mouth. for the |] is at Caowmledoe, and by him enter 
DI! Z( rc eſtab ſhea. But yet : fter this manner of rea! ming. 
carael Men may overthrow the whole Goſpel: For where: 
Tne oc pt ſhews that Teſus Chriit was within Form, or Beauty. 
| 3 ti” , WNETreEeiore he ſhoulc 72 ae fl the carna 
VI an \ 1! L00N [ay No OTNET hut 1 ch Q ONEe YOu le ne 19 Foo - 
N, as to part from Honours, Riches, Credit, ani ſuch like, 
to endure {o mich ſorrow, and need not nd whereas the 
Apoitle 1aith, 1 hat Le took on him the form of 4 "Ant. 
they Wy Ot a JON « niwer, ana © d i C ſon y Sf « { E 


could nct bea Maſter ; and whereas it 1 
POOL, that Tacy W1ll {ay, e muſt needs ciao. an lt &@ | T5 
the Rich and Will 
iow him ; and whereas he [aith, Love t the I 357 
» good cauſe why, will they liy, tor ſuch Fools 
yOu know not how TO LET it, Or elle. to be lure you Would 
love it as well as others. And thus have I given you a glimple, 
how that by this manner of carnal arguing, we might over- 
throw our own Salvation, and fit down in the very vale and 
ſhadow of death, as full of darkneſs, as this argument 1s deſti- 
tute of 'Iruth 


_ I ka 4 PI 4 £" 
le Wountid De 10 InmmnPpic as to Iot- 
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And thus nNaving an! yered TO ſuch Exceptions as 1 KNOW of, 
made againſt this Truth, 1 come now to ſuch Uſes as it ſhall 
afford us. The firlt 1 


To diſcover to us the depth of the great Woe that the World Life 1 
lies under. tet forth anc revealed to us, 10 which the \W orc] Rev. 9. 
of the Lord is fulfilled, ard Men f{-e it not; and this yon know 40 
the Scripture 1n {undry places makes the cepth of a | {ament, 
as in Hoſea, Fpbraim 1s 121d to have here and there ray Ha 
and yet he ſaw them not, and in this we know was the ſtrength 
of that great Tudomernt, that Men ſhould confidently take les 
for Truth this 1s there made the depth of their wwe, And the 
like 15 maniteſted * ellewherec by the ſame Apoſtle, declaring, *! 

T hat though they ſpeak /:-s, yet they were fo ſeared 1n their ,,._. 7 
( 3/0 . asS That They telt nor tearcc no aange r THhact they 1 £ 
were 1; no-more than the 7a that lying 4k Hd, though 

he I y O:1 the FED Wi the Maſt. anc [ I C l\ LO JC &/ 

ed, yet he feared 1t not; and yeEL {uch 1s the cx e, the Sun anci 16182 
Tne A1r being (| ITRCNEG, their CONcaitiOn mutt NECcis 3E woful:; vi I FEAT 
and yet thi the cale of the Inhabitants of the Earth, that '** £-" 
they cannot be brought to believe, but that they arc 1a a very he 4 
LOO cale, tho' 1 t the I] + of the plorioms ( w h1CHh 15S live im the 
the Imave 0 'E A. —_ ? wuDon ther. AS ſaith t the Apoitle. b + 
Now that by which this Sun 1s ſaid to be darkened, is the © ** 

ha , 7 2- af 0-4 , 7 ly Tempses 
Smoak OL the botrtomile!s Fit, ana that we thall find to be the Cor 
Glory and Power of the falſe Church, called by the name of 4, 6, 
the bettom!l?/. And that this may the better appear, We 

honed many places 1N TRE ICT IPTUTEE, manzitciting the Glory I. 4o 
God, and his Fower tO be # Smoal Now becauſe God hath 2K 
ſmoak in h1s Temple, ſo hath God's Adverſary in his Temple 
allo, Or TI« ther, 11s Bottomiets Pit Aﬀter his : T. ak. 1 Ae? ” 2 

9. 2, 3}- TNCIC If lows Power. and it vou 100K 1n the W 5 nd 

Verles, AE” 1s their Glory ; and it doth farthe! appear by 
rhe thirteenth Cna Piel anc TNEC third V« rie, U if Wo | 
oreat Power anc a 5 tnat all the World wondered, and ad 
mired it; and yet this Jeſus Chriſt accounts a great Wwe. and 6 


Plague to them A0W Part of this }-e, I believe ns 1carn 
ras : 4 147 : % k , . L. 
, 2 we have here in Qu eſtion, tor as we have before 
manifeſted , tne Ou7+-1:8/7 OF the Gol [pe of Telis Chrift allow 
not, for the Glory of Chr:i/t's Doftrine is, that it is of the $Sp;- 


Pon FEY ; 7 , , | <?  T | = : } P 4 , 
rit'S Teaciing ;, tor When we behold the Glory of the Lord in the 


moſt perfect mealure,ſo as we are char. ed thereinto from Glory * 


ro Glory; yetallis from the Spirit of the Lord, ſeeing that he 
1s the promiled Comforter, that 1s to teach us all good thin 
belonging to our periection 

1 hen 


18 1 he Suffictency of the Spirit's Teaching. 
Then it muſt needs follow, that is a ſmoaky Power and 
Glory, flowing from the Kingdom of Satan, and io a part of the 
Rev.i2yg Tl, that the Draco: drew the Stzrs withal after him: And 
hence comes it to pats, that now inſtead of the Spirit's teaching, 
accorauing to Peter ; Propheſie, here are a Generation that do 
- ie, which priv!ty b; /amnable errors, and 10. for that end, 
[im.4.: for the * thy 'R Lies throu [HTvpocriſie : As 
Paul alſo witnellcth they ſhould do, pretendins nov that the 
true anna Jy teritancli the -criptures and Niind 
of Gor G Vien {| that cena muit iearn part irom 0- 
the v tor thi [o 1 . t in 1 ongnes, and 
(| CrsS {| acc NAM 1 ( £ WIT ercilecd n Art po 
SC1ENCes | Nan, and fiournt cars this in Ma 
CONceit. as tnit it leems the « / that can be for a 5 73eq LO 
be macle ft for tins Ori IO ! CL before, While the Angels 
kept their itatio! Heaven, the Spn {1mple reach! 


On : . " " 4 
44 yg p . S ; \ x - »% Md 7? . 7% 
IInCIe Il Ts WIT! 01 CAacle Ci 11g, 5. LO!N LAI11S \Y 1 \ Ci & \ [ 


trom thence to the Eari tey of the 
| 


nd Moe 


V . 
\» £ #4 TC % . 
CY »4 4 ey L443 - 
% o 


dc Joi bottomleſs Pit, thence it being opened, now ariteth up /ats and 
4 Arijtotle, np a | multitude more of Heathen Philotophers. I hele 
. ? are the f9u1 els that ſtand on the four corners of the E art; J 

holding the / Four Winds that they ſhoult blow on the 1 arth 


neither on the wr fog neither on an\ tha 


the whole power of Preaching in their hand, nor ſuft 


| - -, blow, but who they pleaſe, anc fo do withhold the Truth in Us 
AY w ( | , righteouſneſs, declai 110 ev they be under t Tc; þ of God: and 
th: corrers they ſcem to yield theſe lt / Pri cciples very fitting, to open the 
of the earth Mind of Gt {. than his 5P Irit can do ; whereas bcfora, when as the 
cs perfect teachings of the Holy Spirit was in force, thele : len, of 


Rom.1.19 
all others, were by 


reaſon of their Learning and Wildo 


(? 
, , is. : 
| *- IOL 


Oo 


unutrerableſt Men that were in the World for the recciving of the 
Acts 1.15. Truth, as APPEeags by the Teſtimony of Luke, and is not yet, tn1 
all the great Sun-light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriit, 
tl cle Men Droteſs they have theſe black ſmoaky principles 1 
[tity Itood for, a: 's that there is no removing of Men m tae 
hizh conceit that they have of them : And doth not 1: [rf crently 
declare, that as the Apoſtle faith, That God hath bliaded ti 
-0T.4 4+ At, of Fen, foas they canuot fee, but areſo much 1he biinderr, 
= '' becaule they ſay they fee? And hence came it to | hat I for 
O11, IENnto ng Plats 4 Ariſtotle, aud ſuch like, wasdemain | 
” I came by the knowlcdee of that,ift not by Human Lear! , 
CONLTEMNPL Itc1 LYON It, As | that which I had from ti 
Human learncd IVien Was of ; 1 A160 16 1t 10 O\ 4 IC 
matter Which 1 had there delivercd ? 
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I anſwered then, as I do ſtill, it was acue other but as Paul Arjm 

mentioned to the Atienzzns, their own Poucts; and yet jor all that, Afis 1. 7, 

he was as grcat an Enemy to Human Leaiuwng as 1, aad greato 

too. And 1t iS to be n ade, 1s I havc bct i0 Geciarcds Lat 1 

do not oppoſe the knowledge of Human Things, uor yet deiiy, but 

that we may bc acquainted withtheir 1:1) 1 15 the Ap0tiic hium- 

ſe!t, and our Saviour was, yea, and th2t foinctimes we wake uſe 

Gf them too, as occalion requires, iS 1 have Gon2 here, thugh |pa- 

ringiy, and but ſeldom, and when 1t 1s, that it be of great ule, as 

It was at. thoſe three tines that Paul! Grd ufc rhein, and nov more, 

that I remcinber, in all the Scripture. Now tis you fce the Spt- 

rit teacheth, and thcrefore it Canncet Properly be called Human 47:15, 


= 


m_—_ 
£& # 
F 
»* 2 
4 


Lcarning, cfpecially in wy ſcale, that I have to do withal, which 1Cor.rs 
is to oppoſe that which 1s maiatained to make Men fitting to open | it-1-12 
the Mind of God in his Word, which is by the learning of Ton- 
gEncs 4 :d Arts, as of neceſſity; whereas this 15 uſec bat by the by, 
and not to fiud out the Truth with, but it being ſvſhcicutly be- 
fore proved by themiclres alſo : It 1s the Spirits order to gain 
their acknowIcavment oft it, and this 15no Other learning, but what 
everyMan withuut any Scholarſhip(as ye call it) may attain unto, 
whereas that that is ſo much gloried 1n 1s, that a Man 1s able aptly 
to ſpeak accordiag, to art and knowledge 1n the Sciences, and this 
iS it by which Meu yet ſtill are hatched and bred up,and this I be- 
licve was the means of bringing in all thoſe abominable errors that 
the Earth hath drunk in, both in Do@rines and Practice, and ſo Rev.r? 
have occaſioned thoſe notrfome luſts that drown Men 1n perdition, 19+ 
that the Man of God is to fly, as beſt beſcemiag the tail of the *31m-9 ts 
Dragon,and ſuitiag with this great woe which is farther manifeſt- op 12-4 
ed, by compariag the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and thoſe toge- 
thcr. 

Now what marks they be known by, you may read 1n 2 Cor.6. 
from the 3- to the 11 Verſe, where, as ina Looking-glaſs, you may . 
behold the true Picture, hothof the one, and ofthe other; by them 
we approre our ſelves as the Miniſters of Chriſt, and give none 
occalion why our Minittry ſhould be reproved, faith Paul, In much 
patience, 17: afiiction y 771 neceſſities, 17 giſt re ſes, in ſtripes,in 1mprifſone 
ments, in tumults, in lavour, in watchimgs, in faſting s, by pureneſs, by 
knon ledge, by [ 19 -ſufferin "9 b kindneſs by the Holy Gho % by love ute 
reiened, by the Word of Truth, by the Power of God, bythe Armour of 
Riohteouſreſs on the Rioht Hand, and on the Left, by Honour and Die 
thonour, by evil report and o-0d report 5, as decervers, and yet true, as 
unknown, and yet known, as dying, and yet behold we live ;, as chaſt« 
ene, and not kiled as ſorrowful, ana yet alway rejoiCc:ng 5, 4s pooy, 
and yet making many rich ;, as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all 


things. 


.. 
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Diſtin- things. Theſe ye ſee are the marks by which Pu / approve 
guiſping himſelf with his Fellow-labourers to be the Mniſters of Chr Mt; 
the rrys NOW the quite contrary may be read in thoſe that profets then 
Miniſters, ſelves 1o to be: they diſprove themſelves to he the Miniſters 
of C hriſt in all theſe things: Where 1s their patient bearinos with 
:Tim:.:4, the contrary minded, as Paul faith, the Servants of Gad ſhould do ? 
And where are their attlictions which they offer,with their ad. 
ceſſities anc diftrefles ? Are they not for the molt part full of 
a 11 outy arc neceſl1 1es!W hat arc they in (1 
itripes do they (utter, or ſhall have need {6 to do, be they but 
obſer: ant « t the Af S \nonic | obe l1e ce * How many. nay.v nere 
are any unpritonments that they {ufler, or at lcait need 10to 
(do, it they live accorcling to their own Law? And tor tumnults, 
they are 1o far from abiding any, as that they be far more 
reaay to make them againſt others, than to endure them them- 
telves, and for their labor Irs, Wi —— what he mcars you, may 


treſs tor? HOW many 


'ofe rcerve by Cor.12. anc] that to be {ure they are cniltlels of ; 
nd ſo tor their watchinsgs, and faſtings, anc all the reſt bcing 
Rey.g, duly conſidered of, we may read the quite contrary fulfilled in 
from 71511 them, ſo that ofneceſlity there w1ll appear as vatit a difterence. 


p4 | \ . | % + ” 4 - 4% » ew fi | , + y 4- | ; SOR , % _ ths. i _ 
Cor. 6. a51s betwixt light and darkneſs, and thote Perſons more fitly 


aaa > luting that delcription be ONe _ to the | ocuits, that wirtl 

ST " D . © 

: ft, 47 this deſcription here of the \ poltle lo far are thev from what 

'0 they pretend themtfelvcs to be, as that the worels of the Pro- 
phet came truly to be fulfilled in them, T hat their wi/aom 2nd 
; heir knowledoe perverts them, or caules them to err and 15 the W1- 
ckecine's they truſt witn, and this 18 It that lifts them un in their 
OWNn co eits. 1o far that they | TNCE Heal tick 
nor T9 1i\ with their 1 on ! 4 101 Ce mn 
niltration ot the Word ellt e Lord laith, That 
ts [ Hl A k $4; , f,10 C1 p | they 
fay.itis the mean right underſtanding; now whether 15 1t to 
be bclicvecl.,God or they. let all judge, eſp:cially when re lee. 
that the Lord hunſeit 111 em for it; in cc 12 others 
he det es tn 11 ſaying 4 FY tail ( } E F f 
hr; k D ( et). OC ll hich cle "T< [ LP Of 
the Woe they lie ucder, for is nat this a worul t that of 
that W 111C ; G50 bath v"y «ec 4 \ urle,Men abr al 1 letiin 
anc that 4Ta &} his Willkane fay,that his Mind not kn 
wh CT Can 2C IHOLIC. a; vielh num 

In tke next place. tht being fo, that Men taught by Goa 's 


Spirit, are through it tutticiently made able to know his min 
in Word, then it -eacheth us not to account any Man any whit 
the nearer to underſtand the Scriptures hy any Human excel- 


lencies, but rather lect us be ſuſpicious of hun that hath them, 


t0r 


_ 
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Tor Tr Elimne eip "CIAilY MI he makeutieoft tiiem mn t!. le LN1NgS, 
for. as we have lecn they becdanczerons to be learned unto. It 
. * * TIT, I ” an , | is 4 " 8 ' loa fy vY 

MITIL Cnat SLIOK\' A C ſhonld all a VV 4 ke rrom 11eep, and 


x2 7 1 the Hpirit, ard ſo iet the l ord have all the pratile ind 


IT, * R - | - 
glory of his own Grad &, 4AVor w77tO ts, mor wNt9 iis, OUCTYT £1\ .2794e R ” 
'# f / | 
” 4 4 { Vs, [Us . £2 4 '&. F 1 } f F +1 f J P [ #17 b 
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DON TNE SICCVES O1 | carned Mei cor. TNETE 19 ( C 
1 enl.t 4 ' p 4 ' » , "Ik. ; 
. \ WeEin 'S% (} « J , , ny = C) L X \ i a C L % 
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13C JUL (0 VE i S OWN Tanti ana tO DHElEVE Wit 
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| C \ \C CVL t| e Yyholtectoime | ) CTrINeC Of C I 'K ' 
£ 
v NICN thagainſt it the Wile and Learned, opn net c:C= 
1yn CT IS © DE 10 vis O's nmnrming The Tne \\ OT « i 
: 
Saviour; therefore need we not to wait for their Witnels to 
'Y D iT TO DY glad ana rejoice ) [i C LaVn nacle Irne, 
' ' 1 ' 1 
L TNT N v 111 TEVCaAL TNEM TO DBADES, TN; IS, 4UMPtEC TNRINES IN 
t C \\V « LC Eve nc Account ana WwIenTei 5 CO IIneration to 
overiook all CONTEMPT THRAT Can be Calt upon us for the fame 
or 10 18 1t now with Men, that they judge that nothing 1s hi 


the Þ1 Pp E | of zZacn:iry, that the / tn f nes {4c 
Iaols, aid t Cle a? the 1 h F-4 fey 23 
Probhecy. t Father and M1 fem 

tb; 140 b n | P 4 . ſ; P t | A 

bec 4 in tne Name / « then [h the! 

be 4 , } ant t then fl] | be kn & X that 

their Garinent . by V NICN tne\ 7e CNOW Nana rake | knowledge 

of to he VM iniiters. re CgACMmMEencsS OL oeccit nd TT that day 

luch } rophe ts ſhall be aſhamec of themlelves. as that they ſhall 

"FX IS JT "A ” | | . {1 | "PEE. 5 
CLIICKAIIN TNEMICILVES Te /erY TINUame LO 1ItTAIandG 11 any relation 

to 11 Prophets, as there the Prophet fhews, when as their Zach, 1 


| 
nearetit Friends with contemnt fhall refuſe them, anc run them 4 
through, 1l:uyino # *olAlt tis lies tn the Name of the Lord ;, {uch 
light 1t feeins ſhall tnen appear, 2s that tte) themiclves ſhall 
count him no Prophet, that 1s made 1o by 
Nov this | eact| Ing IN Wucttion 1s DUl VI: Il S | 

theref re whenas the clear h 2ppears, tuey ſhall ze aſham- 
ecdot ICTs thous h onHoWw TIMCY DBl 1 It, 

This Con{:eration allo M wfters matter of thankfulnels Ufe. 
to Gnd on ou: parts, ior NS E ecdinsg kincinels towards us 
Chriſt Jelus, tor that he 15 plewugd to reveal thele great Myſt 

£1 


a > = 
<> I Long 


pL © X 
e Sufficten'y of the Spur 


Gmple thinos os we-re. whenas he con- 
ſe and Prucdent: {his nie C' 5} Je- 
S | tind the t: 16 caute 


n:y in them, more 

> the N.ture oft the 
'h1s inc eed the only 
mult :1+ eds 21l thoſe 
ude w th the ſame. 

| 1t who 
neenas, Which 1s, they 
tnen 1T mn eccs fol 
tne perverters of theſe 


, 


-w ya» 7 ; | . 
leſtructic 1* angela rhis 15 


[ hat tluch as are de-[titvt 5 Teachinp, * tho” fur- 
114th (| TIE þ H 1 \ 1 1 xv ung, A 1 Ts pe 'P [ TY * FR CS 
NIYTIN At WITN vVLiman {cart 11 re Tne rYUeTrrers An wre rerYs Ol 


thetic, and all other Scripturer, to their own deſtriftion. 


The Truth of this Concluſion appears plainly confirmed to 

us in the Phariſeer, 45 Our Saviour declares - many particulars, 

: plainly d cov rering THC * blindneſs of theſe Learned [each rr, 1M 
- eſtceming and preferring of things lels in proces above 


15 were far grea ter, as the proportion 1s macle hetwide 
/ 


"1.1 of the Temp! ey A 14a the Temple, ancl the Altar, and that 

ch was effered thereon, and. fo blind were they, that they 

counted that moſt holy, which the Temple and the Altar made 

to be holy; and the fame elſewhere a appears, that for all their 

RW they tau: gt clirectly againſt the mind of Cod in his 

Word. We may ſee the ſame farther commended to us, Bar- 

"i one full of all lubtiity in this kind, but a turner from 

the Faith, and not to it, and a perverter of the itreight ways 

of God. The like 1s to be Obſerved in thoſe ot whom Px 

_ that wad be Dotors of the Law, and yet knew nor 

what they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmed, 10 wiſe their Human 

Learning cid he lp to make them. 

Reaſont. Now from the Word of God, good Reaſons may be Obſer- 
vec! farther to confirm this: As frlit, 

gh Becauſe nothing but the Spt rt of God can bring any to the 

1 11,2 true know! de of the 1” ord 0 "God, and fo faith the anodic; Ve 

in coblers have received the pes of God, that we m1 Ly know the thinos that are 

Is b2ttcr T2 A us of God, . * anc ql Peter tells us, that no Seripture 4. of an 'Y private 

SH interpretat, We in oppoſition to that, the Apoſtle ſets the Spirit, 

7 mee wed and ougaſs s it to the will of Man, a and locdeclares that the Spirits 


eho? in Mn interpre etation, where it 18, SA publick Interpretation, and not 


Popes, &c, Private; and that Men,tho' induced with great Learning,having 
not 
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The Sufficiency of the Spirit's Teaching. 


Realion5 


* Thoſe 10 
whom the 
Goſpel is 
£ favour 

of dearh, 
woullnzue 
it go in 

their way. 


iCor.1. 25, 
Roma2-5. 


Object " 


Aniw. 


t]01.5. 6. 
t Joh. 3» 


Rom 5S,5, 
Golds Spirit 
known 
b his 

21g hty 
Works. 
Verſe 10, 
Verſe 11. 
ny 6. 22, 


Obiea 2, 
3 Kin, 22, 
24. 
Antw. 
Verſc 6» 


Rev.1$ i 
Object 3, 
Aniw 


Tipe whole 
Scripture 
15 prven 
of 60g, 


Another Reaſon (methinks) included in the Words is 

Becauſe ſuch Perſons are uſually Veſſels of Wrath, pre pared to deſtrudti- 
on ; * theretore they drivz all to the ſame end, to which themſelves be long 3 
The Goſp: ] is the e ſai ur of life to ltf fe In th m that, we on, but is the $45 Ir 
of Death 'ro them that periſh: Yet would I not from hence hav: "Ony tO CON» 
clude, that 1 deny __ ation to Learned Men, as ſome in effect have afhrmed 
(as 1 hear) of me, for the Scripture is 1gainft ir, as is already decla ed from 
the Apoſtle, thou t ere be not many, Bur yet tkis for ccrfain is the worſt 
Work that a carnal Man can u:ud-rrake, fo mettuls with the Scriptures, ſee 
ng that he abuieth them, ani that to Li: own d.ſRruttion; for the Word is 
a Swor|t with two E.' es, which whoſoey-r that is cainil meddles with, it 
will run into his Heart, to þ6arilerr it 174i t the diy of wrath, And (o I con- 
ceive the point 15 Clezr and phin, That Men vittuurt God's Spirit, £1 ough 
fur! 11h | with Human LEArnin:, 0 wrez t the we VIPTUYES 10 their own De- 
ſtrution, 

B'1t here it will then be demarded, how fhall we know whether we | 
the 51 irit of God, or the Spirit of Error ? 

[ anſwer, Tha? the Spirit of Gold is a ſufficient WitneS to its [{o1f, ſecing 
that th. S; irit is Truth. Now thi agreemy, as it «Gth with the Wort. 
needs not any Ortaer Teſtimony of it [et becauſe ir 15 GE WicneG of God, 
and that is thz greateſt, as ſaith For, re Spirit hzareth Witneſs, for the Spirit 
5 Truth: And again, Acreby we kngw tht 62 wil, Rh IM us, even by the Spirit 
tht be hath given u f, . 

Next, it is to be known by I'S ONE ge rae works; as firſt it ſavours of 


. 


£3 
\ 


{piritual th ags, They that are aftcr the firſh, faith the Apoſile, favour the things 
of th- fiefr :nd they wort 1rYes aft Yr the Spirke, FRE things of the I '7ite An! agal n, 
the J$p1r1t is life or 71 gbreo ouſnej: 5 fake, a ani! is faid fo be of a Jgaiikning and an 
enllucning nature 10T riht ouſ eds, 2 he fruits ot it are ?arther manifcſed in 


other places. Now thele things being found! in 1s, do wirnets for God againſt 
Error, though it ſec it ſelt up with nev.r fo high a Hand. And yet here 


I 
(me thinks) I here the worlily Learned Men laying to me, as did Zed-kiah, 
W hen went th: Spirit of Gou trom them, to ſuch as I LCA of ? Io this I 
anſwer, that with Zedekiah, ſuch 4 ons do but D ' the Queition, arid take 
for granted, like him, that which they never had, tor that could never de- 
part - from | him which was never \ witi himy there! wc though h: 
2nd his cor npanions many, as is ſhuwe ly QI | that MI; 11.442 Was but one NOOT 
Prophet alone, an id hated of the King, yet he had thz Spirit o 1 
as all che other were 1c d and rut -d vw the ly1 $4 Spl1 ICS AN' tho Jeſus Chriſt. 


>» 


an hi Lear! 1e ones cannot be - liev<: 0: the great and hon 1ble Pro 
phe ts of the World, but by Zclekrib's thall be ſmirten on the Cheek, whe! 
by them this Queſtion is demanded of the Lord's Prophets ; yet this anſwe 
may hs oven them, that when 25 5 they ime to kide themiclves in ſecret 


ard to be aſhamed of their Viton,. and that th 4 ven laft Plagyu '$ come Jt 
de tulfill'd, ſpoken of in the Reve Litions, thin they firall find © 1 truth of the 
Tc imony that is born againſt them, though in the mean ine the S2rvants 

;k thc Lord be committed to F riſon, there 19 eat the Bread of 4fliti:y, and the 
ij acr of Afi. Fron for the1t Feſt jmony. 

But th” it be garnted that Human Eearning 15 no help to nuderitand the 
mind of God, yet : ic not uſetul to turniſh us with words to 2xvrets our Elves 
in the delivery 4 of 'the Goſp<t? 

L anſwer with Paul, that t the f whole Scripture 1s groen © f Cod, avd is Profle 
table to make the Man of Gol tare ind throuphly Furniſhed to every good wor 
Whence I conclude, that it the Scripture be perfect and abſolute for every 
E £00c! 
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goo work, Te Nn it 15 ſo for thaf, ſo CEINEED ere 15 nu necd 
dom to help the Minifters of God. And fo vet firth-r. Girh 
that he Prea ched the Gy; 


of Wor«(s, then | conclude, they were needl:f, C C2 the ot we 
declare 3 Leſt, ſaith he; / ſrould make the Croſs of non? effc:?, Ant again, 7, 
Br:threr, ſaith he, when [ came unt) you, came nor with rency of Words 
or Ot /i}.tom, Inev » the Council of Goq MM 1 
d rhat Nu a ſtool mn the int 5 Of M If hut on 
the co:trary, in ! evilence 41:1 {'wonf] n of the Spirit. A Frere 
vW N | 3 th 1nN TO! , C(Nal elit Farth Ih.oul! C | he wil 
of \1 , NY y Ch k » IT os } Ci fi cc b 3 ft l iS Y . \ 
oy nnd It INNIEC | - 4 F it ” CC % he EL! 197 } CY 
v2.4 rI8 An Li ] 1 tt 3 OV £hh r A vo! had 234.1 
( Ci TIVALCCEL by br nun wy | IIVEri £ | he 1 » YET iy 
q | F , ly @ © [ it vet yingJ., TY thr 
brow 1112117, 16 Bic al th 7:9 Werls which Man's n m Texckett 
\ 'S Ti nity n 4 Pall Lol CY | vi rds Ot 1 ' Tn I Che "MO 33 4 
WOITN L KNOW! Q [CZ CEC Vv7c Ne It's V\ ] i IC COMES EC Will 
know, nor thetr ord at their Power, And foaga'in, he condeſcends to the 
faite T eachers, {0 fr, 2s tov conteſs That he was rule 2 jpeaking, but-not fo 
in Wwowl-dp2: By all which places 15 plainly appears, that Man's Wiſtion js ti 
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| mighty in the Scriptures, Acts1 9. 24. 
Aud fo duuttl:is was Part and Mojes,and thoſe mentioned in Atts 19, and yet, 
24 | have before mann! fI« . that whenas all theſe came to receive the Faith, 
they left, forſooi;, and contemne«d all thatz fo I believe was it here with 
this Man, that wh-nas he came to he taught farther in the knowledge of Chriſt 
that hc then became more and more ſutable to the ruge zwfs and fm I:c71y Of 

pel, as weil as Paul, ob never afterwards do we read that he Was 
CO! nment led by that term, for iuch manner of Excellency was proper to the 


Law, ani! not fo the Golpel in any lens But l[econdly, take it for granteds 
that he peritited in his Eloquence, yet it yh that it was luch as he had 


obtained by being miz hry in the Scriptures; And this allo farther juftifhes a for- 
mer Anſwer, that the Scripture alone is ſufficient to Furniſh us with Expr (ſrg17 


So now the point remaining true for all this, That Men defritute ot the Spirit, 
having Human Learning, do pervert the Scriptures tot! err own deftr uetion. 


A wiſe and learned otherwiſe 
they icem to he, to beware of mediing with tk Scriptures; It 15 the worſt 
work that poſhbly th-v can undertake, for in ſo doing they meddle with that 
in which they have no skill, and fo wound themſclvesz for it is a ſharp two 
edge 4 Sword, and they having no $xill to handle it, to be fure it will dan: 
geroutly wound them to their own deftruttionz but ſeeing the Truth js ſo, 
as that thuy have neither cars to hear, nor heart to underftand ir, there- 
tore | wiil tus pak 

In the next place, take notice, that ſnch Perſons without God's Spirit, 
whatever they b e, yet they be both unlearned and unſtable Men,. ac- 
corcling to the Mind of God; fo the unbeliever is called of Paul. an unlearn- 
ed Man; and (o much in effet, Famzs tells us of a Faithleſs Mzn's incon- 
ſancy, that he is roſt like 2 wave, and is unftable in all bis ways of Religion, 
07 indeed wanting the Spirit to eſtabliſh him, he is driven hither and thither 
0: 
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Hed- iz. Prophict, and alio the Apoſtle 3 by this, then it appears, 
nance of a National C} 
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ted, being that long tince the Lori hach rejected it, now acc 
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be move, and thule he hath made Kings and Pricfts to God, The like we Rev 14 Io 
may fee in the Minifters ot the Church, ſeeing that they were of ol times Pfal 14.9. 
in chat Church, to be honourable Ferſons in outward honour and eltecm, for 6, tog. 
their wamcs Picfrs, tor their caliings above the reſt of the people, a Giltinct Rey. 1.6. 
boy ot themielves, fur their apparel, ditterent in their adminiſtrations from &5 5, 10, 
other of the people, and to for their maintenance, by Tythes and Offerings; 1 Pet.2.9« 
all which had a r.{pcet co Chriſt, and were in him to have their end, as the 

Apoltie declares, «5 ocing but Worldly Rudiments. ; Gal. 4.12, 

Yet theſe Men, tho' ti.cy profels themſelves Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
undcr the Golpcl, yet Child-like, as under Tuters and GCovernours, to yet 
O.1crve thele things after the rudiments of the Worli!, and lo luitably to the 
Gulpcl, cannot abide to approve them'elves to be Miniſters of Ch: iſt, by tuch 
marks as his Word atturis, as we have before cunhidered, but they mult be 
Mcn of Honouur, and ſuch as be difſtioct from others, 1a their apparel, wain- 
temunce, and ſuch like 3 ithonour, and reproach, aid nakednets, and living 2 Cor. 6. 
on mcer Alms, th. y cannot brook; but th.y be fo far from wocking with 4 £0 10. 
their own bands tor their own neccihtics, as the Apoſtle requires that the 
Micaittcrs ot the Goſpel ſhould do, as that they wreſt the Scriptures of the Aﬀs2.33, 
Law and the Prophets baling ia as it were, by the hairof the head the Scrip- 34, 35» 
tures to ſpcak tor them and their delicious living, faring like Drees delicioutly 
evely day; whereas the Elders of Jelus Chriſt thould tced the Flock of God, 1Pet.5.1,2 
not caring for it fur hlthy Ilucre, but of a ready mind, 

But leaving theſe things, and ſuch as thele are, which declare them to be 
more ſutable tor Mojes and the Law, which tends unto wrath and Bondage, 
than ſuch asare Miniſters of Chriſt, and made partakers of the liberty of the 
Scrvants of God. 

I will ſpeak ot ſome few things that are in difference among them and us. Obie& 
You know it is uſually objetted againſt us, becauſe of our departure, out of Jean, ! 
the words of Perer to our Saviour, being theſe, VVbither ſhall we go, thon haſt Aniw. 
the words of Eternal Life? From whence is concluded againft us, it the Text John$.68 
be not perverted, that we in leaving them do ſorſake Jeſus Chrift, wherein 
they take it for granted, that he is with them, and not with thoſe that tor- 
ſake themz whereas the Text is clear to prove, that the words of Eternal 
Lite are in him, as himlclt ſaith alſo, The words that 1 ſpeak are Spirit and Life, 
and this who denies, but that.he that hath the Son hath Lite, he that hath 
not the Son, hath no Life : But let not the Text be wreſted ; yet what proof 
is here that Antichriſt hath the words of Eternal Life, and that there is np 
forſaking of him, and yet all that know wherein the Gdifterence lies, know 
that this is the Controveriie, and how that thefe Perſons, thus forſaking, 
£0 to Cl rift, and to the Word of Eternal Life, ſecing that the Lord binds : 
the Teftimony, and Seals up the Law among his Diſciples; ſo that till it can Ila. 8. 15, 
be prove that theſe leave Chrift, and forſake the Words of Eternal Lite, 
the Text muſt bc taken for none other but to be perverted, and a Veil crawn 
ov<r it to beguile the ftimple. 

Upon this ſame Head hangs another great Exception againſt usz which is, ObjeR. 2 
Where we had our Converion (if we have any) if not among them; and 
ſo taking, it tor granted, that we had it among them a great out-cry is made 
againft us, as it we had ftoln their Gods, and done them great wrong; and 
for thrs purpole, this amongſt other things is alledged, that that Church 
which is able to beget, 1s able to bring up. 

Now tor anſwer hereunto, it is to be-minded, that Converſion doth pro- 
perly belong to the Word of the Lord ; Now this Word by which we are all Plal.19-7. 
bc gutter, is the proper portion of the Church of God, as divers Scriptures Rom.1.16 
declare ; 
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as you wollid Icem toumpty, mto the Kingdom of Chriſt, as did the A poltle, 
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